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Stories of Success: 
The MDGs and the work of UNFPA  

in Malaysia 
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International Development Frameworks 
Referenced 

1.  Platform of Action, International 
Conference on Population and 
Development, Cairo, 1994 

2.  Millennium Development Goals, 2000 
3.  Sustainable Development Goals, 2015 
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Global Progress 

•  The number of people living on less than $1.25 a 
day dropped from 50% in 1990 to 22% by 2010, 
reducing those living in extreme poverty by 700 
million.  

•  The mortality rate for children under age five 
dropped from 90 deaths per 1,000 live births in 
1990 to 48 in 2012.  

•  And the maternal mortality ratio dropped by 45 
per cent between 1990 and 2013, from 380 to 
210 deaths per 100,000 live births.  

3 Source: The Millennium Development Goals Report, 2014. UN DESA 



Limitation of International Frameworks 

1.  They did not take into account or address in any way 
the inherent injustice in the global economic system, 
nor connect this to the impact it has on the 
environment, and thus on people; 

2.  They did not make the critical link between the 
environment and the social determinants of health, 
education, gender equality and poverty eradication, nor 
articulate these as actionable targets and goals; 

3.  They do not address the historical injustice inflicted 
upon indigenous populations. 
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Who decides? 

•  Do the needs of the many outweigh the 
needs of the few? 
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Rohingya 
refugees 
rescued at sea 
by local 
fishermen from 
Acheh, on the 
island of 
Sumatera in 
Indonesia. 
Malaysia has 
yet to allow the 
UN into the 
refugee 
processing 
centres. 



Adolescent Birth Rate 

•  Malaysia’s adolescent birth rate declined from 28 
births per 1000 adolescent girls in 1991 to only 
twelve in 2004, remaining stagnant since then.  

•  In comparison, the CDC’s data says that the 
adolescent birth rate for the US is at 26.5.  

•  Total of 18,317 live births to under-19 mothers in 
2012.  

•  75% married, 25% unmarried. 
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Access to Sexuality Education 

•  Roll-out of training of teachers in all 
religious and government schools in the 
country by end of 2014, to be followed by 
implementation of training for students. 
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Access to Justice 

•  Default on alimony and child support – 
now being monitored and payments 
enforced where there are means to pay. 

•  67% of all cases filed in syariah court 
family law cases were by women seeking 
justice. 

•  Monitoring of compliance hopefully to be 
expanded to include civil courts eventually. 
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I am confident that in the end, common 
sense and justice will prevail. I am an 
optimist, brought up in the belief that if you 
wait till the end of the story, you get to see 
the good people live happily ever after. 

- Cat Stevens 
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